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Good Afternoon, 
  
On Sunday June 7th I announced that the Township of Wayne would help facilitate a graduation 
ceremony for the graduating Seniors of our Townships two public High Schools. The event was 
to be held on Thursday June 18th and Friday June 19th in the municipal parking lot at town hall. 
All social dusting protocols were to be followed. We were attempting to help facilitate this 
ceremony because the Board of Education was unable to hold even a scaled down graduation 
until the end of July due to rules established by the state board of education. 
  
Yesterday at 3:21 pm, a lawsuit entitled Philip D. Murphy v. Christopher P. Vergano was filed in 
the Superior Court in Mercer County. The lawsuit sought “An order to show cause granting 
temporary restraints pursuant to Rule 4;52-1.” This means that we would be precluded from 
help facilitating this ceremony.  This morning a hearing was held. 
  
At the conclusion of the hearing Judge Robert Lougy, P.J. CH. issued an order restraining me 
and the Township from assisting in any way in having a ceremony tomorrow and Friday. 
 
Throughout, our only goal was to assist the children of our community in having a meaningful 
celebration. This was never about me, as the Mayor, the Board of Education or the Governor.  
This was and still remains only about one thing…the Wayne Valley and Wayne Hills Classes of 
2020. Unfortunately, the courts have ruled, and the celebrations will not take place this week. 
  
The Board of Education has scheduled a graduation ceremony for July 30th and hopefully by 
then the restrictions will be reduced enough to allow for a meaningful graduation ceremony 
where students, parents, teachers and administrators can celebrate the amazing 
accomplishments of our children.  Our school system has been and continues to be the light 
that draws people to move to Wayne Township and I truly believe that this will never change. 
Let us all come together to congratulate our graduates.  
 
 

 
Christopher P. Vergano 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


