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September 24, 2014  
 
Jon Hanson 
22 Maple Avenue 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
 
Dear Mr. Hanson: 
 
 I am writing as a follow up to the Governor’s summit, which we attended on 
September 8, 2014 to help address the future of Atlantic City. We all agreed to submit 
different ideas and reconvene in 45 days to discuss suggestions on how best to improve the 
resort town. Here are some proposals to help jump start our next meeting: 
  

 Create an avenue for an Atlantic City port of call for smaller cruise ships to add 
jobs and tourist revenues.  
This idea has already been suggested by others, including Atlantic City Mayor Don 
Guardian, and it is my understanding an engineering study has found the city’s 
waterways are deep enough to accommodate cruise ships up to 200 feet long. 
   

 Expand Atlantic City’s to be the airport of choice in the region.  
This idea has also been discussed and efforts are underway to increase volume but 
more needs to be done to attract major carriers from more countries. This airport has 
an opportunity to grow as surrounding airports struggle with high volume and 
constant delays. 
   

 Generate more state online gaming revenue from other states.  
Work with other states to authorize online gambling via New Jersey casinos, as part of 
a potential revenue sharing arraignment (similar to multi-state lotteries). Reportedly, 
up to 20 other states are in various stages of considering their own Internet gambling 
laws, so we must act now.  
   

 Explore making Atlantic City a venue for NASCAR and other professional 
sports. 
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Given the city’s unique landscape and entertainment options, it could be a great home 
for NASCAR and other professional sports. This would help create jobs, new uses for 
ex-casino properties and draw a new set of tourists to the city and region. 
   

 Initiate “Tax-Free Title Fights” (boxing/MMA), and income tax incentives to 
draw A-List performers to headline and become resident performers of a certain 
number of shows in a calendar year.  
Right now, Las Vegas dominates by hosting these major draws. For example, people 
are flying from New Jersey and the world over to see Britney Spears’s exclusive Vegas 
stint. We must take into consideration how this will impact other music and 
entertainment venues in the state but I believe something can be achieved to benefit all 
groups.  
   

 Dedicate a certain portion of existing state aid allotments to expand the 
usefulness of Atlantic City’s beach.  
Atlantic City’s beach has unique potential to become a major tourist attraction while 
also drawing a crowd that can help other city destinations, as evidenced by the Blake 
Shelton and Lady Antebellum summer concerts. The beach’s appeal and usefulness can 
be enhanced, for example, with stages for concerts, shows, acts and other nightly 
entertainment. 

 
 Create more flexibility for Atlantic City patrons and visitors by allowing open 

containers on the boardwalk and beach for guests to easily transition from one 
casino or beach or bar or restaurant to the next.  
Las Vegas allows open containers on the strip … as do other travel destinations like 
New Orleans and Key West.  

   
            We all appreciate how important Atlantic City’s revitalization is for the region and 
the state. I look forward to discussing other ideas from stakeholders and residents as we all 
work to help Atlantic City reach its full potential.  
 
 Sincerely, 

 
 Tom Kean, 
  Senate Republican Leader 


