New JERSEY SENATE

SENATE CHAMBERS
CNoee

TreENnTON, NEW JERSEY 08825-0000 July 24,2008

Fonorable Jon Corzine
Governor, State of New Jersey
Post Office Box One

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0001

Dear Governor Corzine:

We are writing to ask that you use your statutory authority to remove Parole Board
member Charlie Jones for cause from his position of public trust. His continued service on the
Parole Board will likely result in unwarranted parole approvals and is offensive to every
prosecutor, law enforcement officer, and every citizen who has ever served on a jury or is
interested in justice.

Mr. jones wrote a rambling 7 page letter (attached) to Judge Martini claiming that the
federal indictment and recent jury conviction of former Senator/Mayor Sharpe James on
numerous counts of abusing his office were nothing more than political acts. The letter expresses
a shocking level of contempt for law enforcement and the jury system. In his letter, Mr. Jones
begins with rhetoric bordering on delusional:

“I wish to add my letter in support of one of America’s greatest mayors [Sharpe
James] whose political enemies are trying to use the federal courts to do what
they could not do, defeat the people’s mayor.”

“...I am writing because he is totally innocent of the political charges in Counts
1-5, and the charge to the jury by the government to ‘send a message’ that led to
an unwarranted, unfair, totally divorced of court testimony and evidence and
lacking a ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ guilt verdict by a jury that did not even
know what from of government Newark operated under?” [sic]

Mr. Jones® letter goes on to apply an analysis of redevelopment laws and his
understanding of Sharpe James’s activities, and presents his completely unqualified conclusion
that no crime was committed.

He concludes his letter with more inflammatory rhetoric:

“Mayor James is an innocent man being politically charged of wrongdoings that
legally, by law, that he simply could not commit. By law he was prohibited from
doing what the government ‘rushed’ to charge him with. The government did not
prove their case beyond ‘any reasonable doubt’ standards. [sic]



Aside from his disparaging assessment of prosecutors who worked so hard on this matter
and his harsh assessment of the jury which convicted Sharpe James, Mr. Jones’ letter is cause for
concern for another reason. In his letter, he claims to base his opinion on viewing the trial over
the internet. Aside from the sheer amount of time that may or may not have taken from his
primary responsibilities as a member of the Parole Board, it is shocking that someone so involved
in the judicial process believes it is appropriate, by virtue of watching a trial on the internet, to
substitute their own judgment for the judgment of a jury,

It is frightening to think that Mr. Jones is in a position to determine whether convicted
felons should be released from prison. This appointment was an obvious mistake as Mr. Jones’
basic understanding and commitment to our criminal justice system was not properly vetted.
Allowing his continued service in so sensitive a capacity would constitute an abandonment of our
responsibilities as elected officials. We are offering to work with you to correct this difficult
situation and ask that you immediately begin proceedings to remove Mr. Jones from his position
of public trust.

Sincerely,

Senator Gerald Cardinale Senator Joseph M. Kyrillos

//gw ﬁ’%”” %'ﬂ%ﬂ Bt

Senator William B. Baroni Senator Jennifer Beck
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